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This section documents the results of the evaluation of the final alternatives that 
were carried forward from the viable alternatives analysis.      
 
6.5.1 Segment 1 – I-75 to Gunnery Road   
 
The final alternatives for Segment 1 of the final alternatives evaluation are 
Alternatives 1A and 1C.  These alternatives were developed based on 
Alternatives 2BX and 2FX but end at Gunnery Road.  As part of this evaluation it 
was determined that the Gulf Coast Center would likely remain a state owned 
and operated facility in the future.  This resulted in the inability of Lee County to 
fully control the use of the property.  Alternative 1D was developed to provide an 
alternative alignment to Alternative 1C that would avoid the Gulf Coast Center.  
These alternatives are shown in Figure 6-5A.  The impacts and costs associated 
with these alternatives are shown in Table 6-3.  
 
Alternative 1A was selected as the preferred alternative for Segment 1 based a 
number of factors.  These include the following: 
 

• Minimization of impacts to the Buckingham Rural Community Preserve.  
Alternative 1A better met the intent of the “Lee Plan” in keeping the 
alignment as far south as possible east of Pangola Road. 

• While Alternative 1C was the least costly, the cost differential was less 
than 1 percent of the total project cost between Alternative 1A and 
Alternative 1C.  This cost differential was not great enough to offset the 
risk to Lee County DOT of not being able to control the underlying 
property or the impacts to the Buckingham Rural Community Preserve. 
Also the right-of-way costs associated with Alternative 1C assumed that 
the roadway could be constructed on the Gulf Coast Center property 
without right-of-way cost. Alternative 1A was less costly than Alternative 
1D.  

• Alternative 1A resulted in fewer residential structure impacts. 
• While the overall wetland acreage was greater with Alternative 1A as 

compared to Alternative 1C or 1D, the quality of the wetlands was less 
and therefore the environmental impacts were considered to be less 
impactive.  Additionally, the southwest corner of the Gulf Coast Center is 
considered to be highly valued habitat and Alternative 1A avoids this 
property. 
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Table 6-3 – Final Alternatives Matrix 
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6.5.2 Segment 2 – Gunnery Road to Joel Boulevard   
 
The final alternatives for Segment 2 are Alternatives 2A and 2B.  These 
alternatives are combinations of Alternatives 2H and 2G with Alternative 3A-1 
and are shown in Figure 6-5A and 6-5B.  The impacts and costs associated with 
these alternatives are shown in Table 6-3.    
 
Alternative 2B was selected as the preferred alternative for Segment 2 based on 
a number of factors.  These include the following: 

• Avoidance of the Buckingham Villages property 
• Alternative 2B was less costly than Alternative 2A 
• Alternative 2B resulted in fewer impacts to residential structures 
• Alternative 2B resulted in fewer acres of impacts to Panther Habitat or 

Wetlands   
 
The Recommended Alternative is a combination of Alternative 1A in Segment 1 
and Alternative 2B in Segment 2.  The recommended alternative is discussed 
more fully in Section 7.0 of this report. 
 




